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to join William at an appropriate moment, while
his brother George, who was in the Navy, was
to help carry over the Fleet, His own job was
to neutralize and, if possible, enlist the Army
in the cause of revolution. James, betrayed on
all sides, still trusted this man who had been his
page and servant and appointed him lieutenant-
general, taking him to Salisbury to confront
William's motley Protestant horde. Churchill
first tried to kidnap the king and take him to
William. This move, which might have pre-
vented war, is vouched for not only by con-
temporary Royalist authorities but also by the
French Ambassador who was with James and
Churchill at Salisbury. Churchill must have
realized that if it came to a clash between James
at the head of the English Army and a foreign
army officered by Dutchmen-who had been
England's enemies for a generation - the rebellion
would be defeated. There was a significant
pointer to the Army's attitude when another
traitor officer, Lord Cornbury, tried to lead some
Jroops across the lines and they refused to follow
him. It is all the more surprising therefore that
at this critical moment, at a council of war,
Churchill should have urged James to fight.
This advice-which could only have been given
because Churchill knew that it would not be
followed-was the very depth of double dealing.
But James refused to advance and thereby sealed
his fate. Princess Anne joined William safely
and, thanks in part to the plotting of the Chur-
chills, a bloodless revolution was effected.
Churchill's part in the revolution was deliberately